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Abbu Khan’s Goat s and t heir Mystery of  Running Away 

An old man, named Abbu Khan, lived in Almor a all by himself  except s f or  a f ew goat s 

whom he kept  as pet s. He gave f unny names t o his goat s and t r eat ed t hem like his childr en. 

Dur ing t he day, he would t ake t hem out  f or  gr azing, while dur ing t he night  he would t ie a st r ing 

ar ound t heir  neck. Abbu Khan gave choicest  f ood t o his goat s, j uiciest  gr ass and gr ains. Also, 

t he love he shower ed on t hese goat s was beyond measur e. Despit e t hat , one af t er  one, t he 

goat s would r un away f r om Abbu Khan’s hut , int o t he hills. Abbu Khan f ailed t o under st and why 

all his goat s abandoned him, and f or  what .   

The old Wolf  

  Abbu Khan became mor e and mor e sad because t he goat s t hat  r an away f r om him wer e all 

devour ed by a gr eedy old wolf . Abbu Khan f ailed t o under st and t heir  love f or  f r eedom, f or  t his 

f r eedom was r eally shor t  lived. 

Chandni,  t he New Goat  Lef t  him Too 

          When all his goat s lef t  him, Abbu Khan was so hear t br oken t hat  he decided t o never  have 

any mor e goat s as pet s. However , he f elt  so lonely t hat  one day he bought  a ver y young goat  t o 

his house. He named t he goat  Chandni. 

        He t hought  t hat  t he goat  was so young t hat  it  would st ay wit h him f or  a ver y long t ime and 

per haps would be able t o r ecipr ocat e his love and af f ect ion. Also, he t old Chandni t he st or ies of  

t he dead goat s as a war ning. 

       As Chandni gr ew up, she kept  obser ving t he hillt ops bat hed in sunlight  and began t o desir e 

t he open f ield and f r esh air . She st opped eat ing gr ass and lost  int er est  in t he st or ies Abbu 

Khan t old her . She decided t o convey her  desir es t o Abbu Khan. On knowing about  Chandni’s 

desir e f or  f r eedom, Abbu Khan war ned her  again, but  t o no avail. 

Abbu Khan Tried t o Rest rict  Chandni 
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          When all his at t empt s f ailed, Abbu Khan decided t o t ie Chandni in t he smaller  hut  in 

or der  t o save her  f r om a pr edict able deat h at  t he hands of  t he old wolf . However , he f or got  t o 

shut  t he small window, which Chandni used t o r un away int o t he open f ield t hat  ver y night . 

Freedom t o Chandni and her Death 

            At  last , Chandni got  what  she want ed. She was f inally br eat hing in t he f r ee air  of  t he 

hills. I t  seemed t o her  as if  she was meet ing her  par ent s af t er  sever al year s of  separ at ion. She 

was over whelmed t o see t he t all gr ass, blooming f lower s and t he endless expand of  t he gr een 

f ield. I n compar ison t o t his, she t hought  of  Abbu Khan’s compound as a pr ison. While playing in 

t he gr assy slopes, she came acr oss a her d of  wild goat s who asked her  t o j oin t hem, but  she 

denied want ing t o be all by her self . 

            Ver y soon t he day paved way f or  t he night . She hear d a st r ange sound, like a gr unt . 

I nst ant ly, she knew t hat  t his sound was neit her  of  Abbu Khan nor  of  t he ot her  goat s. She 

under st ood t hat  t his was t he sound of  t he wolf . She ponder ed whet her  t o go back t o Abbu Khan 

or  t o be r ight  t her e. Her  hear t  t old her  t o die in an open f ield was bet t er  t han living in a small 

hut . Soon t he f ight  bet ween t he wolf  and Chandni ensued and t hought  Chandni put  up a ver y 

br ave f r ont , she died. Next  mor ning, she became a t opic of  discussion among t he bir ds. Some 

saw her  as t he loser , while some saw her  as a winner . 

                Word Meaning 

Word                           Meaning in English 

Gr azing                           scr ape, eat  gr ass 

Br eed                              t ype 

Har dship                         dif f icult y 

Nar r at e                           descr ibe 

J er k                                j olt  

Anguish                           suf f er ing 

Obst inat e                       st ubbor n 

Annoyed                         ir r it at ed 

Embr ace                        hug 

Bloomed                         blossom 

Gr unt                              t o make a mur mur  sound 

Tr eacher ous                   unf ait hf ul 

Debat ing                        examinat ion 
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NCERT FOLDER 

 

     

 

 

 

1.  Why did Abbu Khan’s goat s want  t o run away? 

What  happened t o t hem in the hills? 

Abbu Khan’s goat s want ed t o r un away because t hey desir ed f r eedom. However ,   

           t hey had t o pay t he pr ice f or  f r eedom wit h t heir  lives. They wer e killed and devour ed by   

           an old and gr eedy wolf . 

2.  Abbu Khan said,  “No more goat s in my house ever again. ” Then he changed his 

mind.  Why? 

When all his goat s lef t  him, Abbu Khan was hear t -br oken and he decided, “No mor e got s 

in my house ever  again”  

However , he was so lonely and did not  know what  t o do wit hout  his pet s, t hat  he 

changed his mind. 

3.  Why did he buy a young goat ? 

 Abbu Khan bought  a young goat  t hinking t hat  she would st ay wit h him f or  a long 

t ime and also she might  lear n t o love Abbu Khan dear ly and never  r un away f r om him. 

 

 

1.  Why did Chandni hat e t he rope round her neck? 

 Chandni hat ed t he r ope ar ound her  neck because want ed t o r un away int o t he 

f ields but  ever y t ime she did t hat , t he r ope st opped her  wit h a j er k. 

2.  “Now Abbu Khan underst ood Chandni’s problem…” What  was Chandni’s problem? 

 Abbu Khan under st ood Chandni’s desir e f or  f r eedom. 

She want ed t o r un ar ound in t he hills r at her  t han st ay in Abbu Khan’s compound. The 

r ope ar ound her  neck, st opped her  f r om doing so. This was Chandni’s pr oblem. 

3.  Abbu Khan pushed Chandni int o a small hut .  

This shows t hat  he 

(i) Was cr uel. 

(ii) Loved her  and want ed t o save her  lif e  

CHECK - 1 

CHECK - 2 
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(iii) Was self ish 

Ans:  (ii) loved her  and want ed t o save her  lif e 

 

 

 

1.  Why did Chandni ref use t o j oin the group of  wild goat s? 

Chandni want ed t o enj oy her  f r eedom all by her self . Ther ef or e, she polit ely r ef used t o 

j oin t he gr oup of  wild goat s. 

2.  Chandni f ought  the wolf  because she  

(i) Was st r ong t han t he wolf  

(ii) Hat ed t he wolf  

(iii) Had t o r et ain her  f r eedom at  all cost s. 

Ans:  (iii) had t o r et ain her  f r eedom at  all cost s . 

 

 

1.  Why did t he wise old bird say,  “Chandni is the winner”? 

 The wild old bir d declar ed Chandni t he winner  because she f ought  t ill her  last  

br eat h. She put  a ver y br ave f r ont  t o pr ot ect  her  dr eam and desir e f or  f r eedom. 

2.  “Death in an open f ield is bet t er t han lif e in a small hut , ” Chandni said t o herself .  

Was it  t he right  decision? Give reasons f or your answer.  

 Had Chandni never  vent ur ed out , her  dr eam and desir e f or  f r eedom would have 

r emain unf ulf illed. Though shor t  lived, she had t he exper ience of  living a f r ee lif e, 

dancing in t he gr assy f ields, admir ing t he beaut if ul f lower s and being happy. Her  decision 

was r ight  t o t he ext ent  t hat  she dar ed, despit e knowing t he pr ice cowar dly and unhappy 

lif e f ear ing t he consequences of  her  choice. 

3.  Freedom is lif e discuss t his with ref erence to ‘Chandni’ and ‘I  Want  Somet hing in a 

Cage. ’ 

 I n bot h t he chapt er s, ‘Chandni’ and ‘I  want  somet hing in a ‘t he idea of  f r eedom is 

discussed as a pr iceless possession. I t s value is known only t o t hose who do not  have it  

but  desir e it . The st r ange cust omer  in “I  want  somet hing in a cage” spends his ent ir e 

ear nings t o buy someone’s f r eedom; t he pair  of  doves. This was his way of  appr eciat ing 

f r eedom and expr essing his j oy at  his new f ound f r eedom. Chandni, t oo, pays a pr ice f or  

CHECK - 3 

EXERCI SES 
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CHAPTER PRACTI CE 

desir ing f r eedom, but  does so willingly. Paying a heavy pr ice f or  gaining f r eedom is 

bet t er  t han living a lif e in pr ison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  kind of  f unny names did Abbu Khan give t o his pet  goat s? 

 Abbu Khan gave f unny names t o his pet  goat s, such as Kalua, Moongia or  Guj r i. 

The youngest  goat  he bought  was named Chandni. 

2.  How and why did Abbu Khan’s goat s run away? 

 Goat s in hilly r egions hat e t o be died. Ver y of t en, at  night , t he goat s would pull so 

har d at   t he st r ing t hat  it  would br eak loose and t hey would r un away t o t he hills. 

3.  What  did Abbu Khan mean by goat s “running st raight  int o t he jaws of  death”? 

 The goat s r an away f r om Abbu Khan’s compound and went  t o t he hilly slopes. 

However , t hey wer e killed by an old and gr eedy wolf . Abbu Khan called t his “r unning 

st r aight  int o t he j aws of  deat h.” 

4.  According t o Abbu Khan what  was the meaning of  f reedom? 

 Accor ding t o Abbu Khan, f r eedom meant  st r uggle, har dship and even deat h. 

5.  What  was Abbu Khan’s react ion on underst anding Chandni’s problem? 

 On under st anding Chandni’s pr oblem, t he ear t hen pot  t hat  cont ained Chandni’s 

br eakf ast  f ell f r om his hands and he became ver y upset . 

 

 

 

1. Wr it e a descr ipt ion of  Abbu Khan’s new goat , Chandni. 

 Abbu Khan’s new goat  was ver y pr et t y. She was whit e as snow and had t wo lit t le 

hor ns and gleaming r ed eyes. 

Abbu Khan called her  Chandni, which meant  ‘moonlight .’ Chandni had a ver y f r iendly 

t emper ament  and she list ened t o Abbu Khan’s st or ies wit h a lot  of  int er est  and 

af f ect ions. 

VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE 
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2.  Why was Abbu Khan mistaken? 

 Abbu Khan had bought  a young goat  t hinking t hat  t his goat  would st ay wit h him 

f or  a long t ime and would soon begin t o love him and t he f ood he of f er ed her  and 

t her ef or e would never  t hink of  hills and gr assy slopes. However , Chandni, t oo, began t o 

desir e f r eedom and want ed t o r un away. 

 

 

 

1.  What  changes occurred in Chandni once she f ound t he hillt ops f ascinat ing? 

 When Abbu Khan br ought  t he young Chandni t o st ay wit h him, she hear d t he 

t ales t old by Abbu Khan wit h a lot  of  int er est  and af f ect ion. However , af t er  her  

f ascinat ion f or  hills gr ew, she lost  an int er est  in Abbu Khan’s t ales. Chandni used t o 

r elish j uicy gr ass of f er ed by Abbu Khan, but  soon she lost  her  appet it e and gr ew ver y 

t hin. She moodily st ar ed at  t he hillt ops and imagined her self  br eat hing in t he f r ee air  of  

gr assy slopes. 

2.  Why did Abbu Khan rest rict  Chandni t o his small hut ? 

 On hear ing Chandni’s r equest  t o be f r eed, Abbu Khan became angr y but  was also 

concer ned f or  Chandni’s lif e. He t r ied t o war n her  by again t elling her  t he t ales of  t he 

dead goat s. However , when Chandni r ef used t o under st and and t old him t hat  she would 

f ight  t he wolf  wit h her  pair  of  hor ns, Abbu Khan knew t he consequences. He, t her ef or e, 

t ied Chandni in one of  his smaller  hut s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE  
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St ory writ ing  Type - 1  Based on Verbal I nput s 

 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 7:  St ory Writ ings 

 

 

     A St or y is one of  t he most  f amous and oldest  f or m of  wr it t en composit ion. I t  is a cr eat ive 

ar e t hat  r equir es a good sense of  imaginat ion, humour  and language usage. A good st or y is well 

wr it t en, well or ganised and meaningf ul. I t  t ells about  an event , f act  or  it  could be pur ely 

f ict ional. But  all st or ies ser ve a maj or  pur pose: t hey have a mor al and t her ef or e t each a lesson. 

Key Element s of  St ory 

      J ust  like a t ast y dish r equir es sever al element s, similar ly a good st or y has many key 

element s. Plot / Theme Ever y st or y should have a well   out line t heme or  plot  ar ound which it  is 

woven. The plot  should be well t hought  out  in advance so t hat  t her e is no conf usion while wr it ing 

a st or y. I t  should be kept  simple and int er est ing. 

Tit le An int er est ing and r elevant  t it le gives a st or y a good boot s and cr eat es cur iosit y among 

t he r eader s. 

Set t ing/ t ime Period A st or y is always set  in a specif ic set t ing indicat ing t ime, place et c clear ly. 

    Charact ers They ar e t he lif eline of  any st or y. So, t hey should be int er est ing, lif e like and 

inspir ing. 

Dilemma/ Conf lict  Gener ally a st or y shows a dilemma or  conf lict  bet ween t wo sides i.e. good and 

bad t hr ough it s char act er s, ideologies et c t o ser ve it s pur pose. 

   St ruct ure A well planned st or y has a pr oper  st r uct ur e: a beginning, middle and ending. The 

beginning should be ‘punchy’, it  should be able t o capt ivat e r eader s’ at t ent ion and int r oduce t he 

t heme of  t he st or y in f ew wor ds, middle par t  should r elat e t o t he plot  of  t he st or y and can 

have sub plot s, t he end should be appr opr iat e and include t he mor al of  t he st or y. 

A st or y can be wr it t en wit h or  wit hout  t he help of  visual/ ver bal input s. Her e, we ar e going t o 

see some st or ies based on guidelines given in t he quest ions. 

To Conclude A good st or y should be f ascinat ing and well or ganised. All t he det ails should be 

planned out  in advance so as t o r ule out  any discr epancy or  ir r elevant  inf or mat ion. The 

ideas/ event s should be ar r anged sequent ially wit h int er est ing t wist s and t ur ns t o maint ain t he 

element  of  sur pr ise/ expect at ion in t he st or y. 

 

     St ory writ ing 
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1.  Write an int erest ing st ory f rom the given out lines.  

A gr oup of  mer chant s went  on a voyage ......... one of  t hem t akes his monkey wit h him ............. a 

st or m came and ship got  wr ecked ................ ever ybody dr owns .................. monkey saved by a 

dolphin .............. dolphin t akes it  t owar ds an island ............. asks monkey who lives t her e monkey 

spoke lie ........... says t hat  he is t he pr ince of  t hat  island ......... dolphin knows t he t r ut h .................. 

leaves monkey alone on t he island ............... mor al. 

The Boast f ul Monkey 

Once a gr oup of  mer chant s went  on a voyage. One of  t hem t ook his monkey along wit h him. 

Dur ing t he j our ney, a st or m wr ecks t heir  ship and ever ybody get s dr owned away. The monkey 

was saved by a dolphin. The dolphin put  t he monkey on it s back and swam t owar ds t he shor e of  a 

deser t ed island. To t est  t he monkey, t he dolphin asked him “Do you know anyone her e?” 

The monkey r eplied, “Yes, of  cour se I  do. This island belongs t o me. I  am t he pr ice of  t his 

island.” The dolphin calmly r eplied, “Well, you ar e r ight . Now, you would be t he king of  t his 

island. 

The monkey asked t he dolphin how he can be t he king t o which dolphin r eplied wit h a smile”. I t s 

ver y simple. Since f r om now onwar ds, you will be t he only cr eat ur e living her e, you would be t he 

king of  t his island!”  

Wit h t hese wor ds, it  lef t  t he monkey and swam away wit h poor  monkey st ar ing away at  t he 

dolphin dumb f ounded! 

Mor al Those who lie and boast  always end up in t r ouble. 

 

 

 

Solved Quest ions 
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St ory writ ing  Type I I :  Based on Visual I nput s 

 

 

 

 

Type I I : Based on Visual I nput s 

1. Wr it e a st or y in your  own wor ds keeping in mind t he pict ur e given below. The st or y should 

car r y a t it le and r elevant  mor al. 

 

 

 

                  

The Wise Man and Sevent een Camels 

An old man has t hr ee sons, 17 camels .................. old man dies leaving his pr oper t y t o all his sons 

............ sons f aced wit h a pr oblem ............... division of  17 camels accor ding t o t he will............. 17 

being an odd number  ................ all of  t hem go t o a wise old man ......... t he man gives a solut ion 

.............. adds his own camel .............. makes t he odd number  int o 18....... t hen division is done ......... 

pr oblem solved ............... mor al. 

Once upon a t ime an old man ear ned his living by r ear ing camels. He had a lar ge f leet  of  

camels r eaching upt o 17.  I n his will he lef t  his ent ir e pr oper t y and t he camels t o his sons. But  

t he will incr eased  t he dif f icult y of  t he sons. 

The old man divided t he camels in an odd way. He st at ed t hat  t he eldest  son would get  half  of  

t he t ot al number  of  camels, t he middle one would get  one-t hir d of  t hem and t he youngest  had 

t o get  one nint h of  t hem. Now t he pr oblem lied in t he number  17! How t o divide an odd number  

in such a manner  baf f led t he sons. So, all of  t hem went  t o an old wise man of  t heir  village. He 

inst ant ly f ound a solut ion. He added one camel of  his own t o t he exist ing number  t hus t aking t he 

count  t o 18. Now t he division became simple. Accor ding t o t he clause, t he eldest  got  half  i.e. 9, 

middle one got  one-t hir d: 6 and t he youngest  got  2. (9+6=15, so lef t  camels amount ed t o 2.)  

One camel br ought  by t he old man t aken back and t he sons went  away wit h t heir  shar e happily. 

Mor al I nt elligent  t hinking leads t o pr act ical solut ions. 

 

Solved Quest ions 
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